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Comment No. 1 
 
This EIS evaluates the affected environment and potential environmental 
impacts of the proposed project and No Action Alternative. Section 1.6.6 
explains that there are other factors in addition to environmental 
considerations that may be considered in the decision of each Federal 
agency on the proposed project, and that the decisions of each agency will 
be explained in their respective RODs, or as a letter of concurrence in the 
case of the USIBWC. 
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Comment No. 2 
 
The Eastern Corridor was eliminated from further consideration in this EIS 
because of the reasons given by TEP in a letter to DOE (TEP 2002a) that 
rendered it infeasible (see Section 2.1.5 for further discussion of elimination 
of the Eastern Corridor), regardless of the actions of the ACC. The Central 
Corridor, however, remains a viable alternative for selection by the Federal 
decisionmakers. However, implementation of the proposed project in the 
Central Corridor could not occur until TEP meets all regulatory 
requirements, including obtaining the necessary approval from the ACC.   
 
The specific concerns cited by the commentor of visual and cultural impacts 
from the Central Corridor are addressed in Sections 4.2 and 4.4, 
respectively. The visual analysis includes a Visual Sensitivity Map (Figure 
4.2-4) based on residential density and topography, which shows that 
portions of the Central Corridor are closer to more densely populated areas 
than the Western and Crossover Corridors. Section 4.4.1.2 addresses the 
visual impacts on the Tumacacori and Tubac historic sites. Additionally, a 
report in Appendix I has been added to the EIS to include a specific 
evaluation of visual impacts on the Tumacacori and Tubac historic sites.  
The conclusion of that report is as follows: “Although the Central Corridor 
is very visible from many other locations, it is unlikely that the line would 
be visible from the Tumacacori and Tubac historic sites.”   
 
There are a number of schools between Sahuarita and Nogales, Arizona, but 
none are located within any of the study corridors or their immediate 
vicinity. 
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Comment No. 3 

The Federal agencies recognize that a given property owner’s value could 
be affected by the project, but have not attempted to quantify the theoretical 
public perceptions of property values should the proposed project be built. 
Section 4.5 states that based on analyses in previous EISs of the impact of 
transmission lines and property values in other geographic areas, the 
Federal agencies can conclude only that, at worst, it is possible that there 
might be a small negative economic impact of short duration to some 
properties from the project, and that the impact on value would be highly 
variable, individualized, and unpredictable. The studies at most conclude 
that other factors, such as general location, size of property, and supply and 
demand factors, are far more important criteria in determining the value of 
residential real estate. 
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Comment No. 4 
 
This EIS evaluates the proposed project’s potential environmental impacts, 
which under CEQ NEPA-implementing regulations encompass the natural 
and physical environment, as well as the relationship of people with that 
environment (40 CFR Part 1508.1). Any analysis of the beneficiary (or 
beneficiaries) of the proposed project beyond NEPA’s definition of 
environmental impacts is outside the scope of the EIS. 
 
The ACC is vested with the state’s authority to decide how it believes 
energy should be furnished within Arizona’s borders (for example, the need 
for and effectiveness of transmission lines within its borders). Refer to the 
revised text in Section 1.1.2, The Origin of TEP’s Proposal: TEP’s Business 
Plan and the Proceedings of the Arizona Corporation Committee, that 
provides explanation of the jurisdictions and authorities of the state and 
Federal agencies, and their relationship to this NEPA analysis. TEP’s 
proposal has a dual purpose. It is intended to address the problems with 
electric power reliability in Santa Cruz County, Arizona, and to cross the 
border to interconnect with the Mexican electrical grid. Potential economic 
benefit to TEP from the proposed project is outside the scope of the EIS. 
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Comment No. 1 
 
The Federal agencies note the commentor’s preference for the Western 
Corridor.  The socioeconomic impacts associated with the proposed action 
are discussed in Section 4.5. 
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Comment No. 1 
 
The commentor’s preference for the Western Corridor is noted.  The 
socioeconomic impacts associated with the proposed action are discussed in 
Section 4.5 
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Comment No. 1 
 
Caterpillar’s suggested re-route would be on land owned or leased by 
Caterpillar, but it is outside the corridor that the ACC directed TEP to use. 
Accordingly, ACC approval would be needed in order to re-route the line as 
suggested. The ACC declined to accommodate Caterpillar’s request for re-
routing at the January 3, 2002 hearing on the CEC.  The suggested re-route 
option was considered in the Final EIS, but as described in Section 2.1.5, 
was eliminated from detailed study.  
 
As a condition of the Certificate of Environmental Compatibility issued by 
the ACC to TEP in January 2002, TEP would be obligated to “meet and 
confer with landowners who are within or adjacent to the Route Corridor 
and other interested parties in order to develop a plan for specific pole 
locations that will mitigate the environmental and visual impact of the 
Project transmission lines within the Route Corridor.” Consistent with this 
obligation, TEP would meet with each landowner and discuss impacts to 
their particular property, including any issues that a particular landowner 
has before finalizing the alignment of the transmission line within the 
corridor considered in this EIS and the location of access roads.  This 
mitigation measure has been added to Section 2.2.6. 
 
Comment No. 2 
 
 If an action alternative is selected, precise siting of the ROW and support 
structures, access roads, and ancillary facilities within the ROW would 
involve input from cultural, biological, and visual specialists, to identify and 
minimize impacts to each area of land to be disturbed, and input from land 
owners to mitigate environmental and visual impacts and other concerns on 
each land owner’s property. TEP is required by the ACC to develop 
mitigation measures to address issues such as safety and illegal immigrants 
when determining the line alignment. Table 2.2-2 in Section 2.2.6 of the 
Final EIS has been revised to include TEP’s commitment to work with 
landowners on siting the power line and resolving site-specific safety issues 
such as those identified in this comment.  
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Comment No. 3 
 
Relative to land use, the purpose of an EIS is not to determine the 
compatibility of the proposed project with specific adjacent land uses, but to 
disclose the potential impacts to land use that would result from the 
proposed project and to determine overall compatibility with land use plans. 
Property-specific concerns, such as those discussed in this comment, exceed 
the level of detail that is normally provided in an EIS.  However, in 
response to this and other comments, Section 4.1, Land Use, of the Final 
EIS has been revised to include a discussion of potential impacts to the 
Caterpillar Facility and clarify potential impacts on other commercial, 
residential, and miscellaneous land uses in the project area.  See responses 
to comments 1 and 2 for discussion of how these types of issues would be 
handled during the siting of the ROW and support structures.   
 
Sections 3.1 and 4.1, Land Use; Section 4.12, Transportation; and Chapter 
5, Cumulative Impacts of the Final EIS discuss illegal immigration and U.S. 
Border Patrol activities in the area and the potential effects of the proposed 
action on illegal immigrant activity. Because TEP would work with 
Caterpillar to develop mitigation measures to prevent unauthorized access 
to Caterpillar’s facility (see above), and given the distance of Caterpillar’s 
facility from the U.S.-Mexico border (approximately 35 mi [56 km]), the 
Federal agencies do not expect a substantial increase in illegal immigrants 
on Caterpillar’s facility as a result of the proposed project. 
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Comment No. 4 
 
The EIS does not consider impacts to specific property units. 
Socioeconomic analyses evaluate factors on a regional scale such as 
employment, income, population, housing, and community services, and 
potential impacts to these factors, rather than evaluating specific impacts on 
an individual or company-by-company basis. Additionally, the potential 
impacts to Caterpillar’s facility or associated economic impacts to the area 
that could result from the proposed project are speculative.  
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Comment No. 1 
 
Each Federal agency’s ROD will require compliance with all applicable 
statutes, regulations, and standards, if an action alternative is selected.  An 
analysis of the 500-year floodplain event has been added to the Final EIS in 
Appendix C.  
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Comment No. 1 
 
Refer to the response to the first submittal from the Santa Cruz County 
Flood Control District. 
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Comment No. 1 
 
Refer to the response to the first submittal from the Santa Cruz County 
Flood Control District. 
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